
Three Must~Read Books if  You Are 
 Buying or Selling a House in 2019

My phone has been blowing up since the ball dropped with home sellers and 
buyers asking for guidance on how to make a move this year.

Home sellers are asking how to prepare their house for market.  Buyers are 
equally excited (and nervous) about the prospect of setting up their dream 
home.  With this in mind, I thought I’d share my reading stack with you - my 
friends - to get you started.   

Here are my three recommended reads...

Inspiration:  HOME BODY by Joanna Gaines

Who can resist anything “Magnolia” for design inspiration? Thank you, Joanna, 
for making it okay to confess that we too are homebodies.  I love this big book 
that celebrates everything sacred that home buyers desire.

Grab a Post It pad to mark your favorite ideas, textures and patterns. My 
favorite pages are the sketches. I promise you will be inspired to go for your 
dream home.

Motivation:  THE LIFE-CHANGING MAGIC OF  TIDYING UP 
by Marie Kondo

 
About six months ago, I was gifted this bite-sized book that went straight to 
my nightstand.  I love an easy read to relax my mind which seems fitting, given 
the fact that the Kondo Method is all about the Japanese art of decluttering 
and organizing. 

Two things a prospective home seller dreads the most are decluttering and 
organizing.  In fact, sadly, I’ve noticed that just the thought of this process can 
delay a seller’s plan to move for years.  

My suggestion is to read this book from cover to cover first.   Then, go back 
and highlight the categories Marie mentions starting with Clothing.  It is so 
satisfying to open a beautiful closet.  Guess what?  Buyers say that an organized 
closet gives them an appreciation for how the entire house is maintained.  

Every day I get texts from my clients showing me the progress they are making; 
lots of happy emojis are exchanged, and motivation builds momentum.  

Preparation:  21 TIPS TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 
by Madeline Dobbs

A couple of years ago, I was looking back at the homes I’ve sold and decided 
to create case-studies of our process and the results our clients were seeing.  
In most cases, we see quick sales and multiple offers. These case-studies were 
especially helpful for home sellers who were unable to sell their house the first 
time they went on market.   

21 Tips to Sell Your House, based on these real-life case studies, is full of 
practical tips and techniques that will get you the most ROI.   To request a 
copy, please Email: MoreBVHomes@gmail.com.
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MadelineDobbs
Madeline Dobbs is the Founder of More BV Homes, a concierge real estate 
business, serving friends in the Brandywine Valley of DE & PA.  Self-described 
as the love-child of legendary Interior Designer Dorothy Draper and Mad Men 
character Don Draper, she is the biological child of two Realtors. She is the 
author of 21 Tips to Sell Your Home and “How to Sell a House in 30 Days!” 
Sadly, she is the only one on this must-read list without a show of  her own :)


